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Dr. Wood’s Convention Sermon. 


It has never failed to make the deepest impressions 
af sorrow in the hearts of sincere christians to see the 
dogmatical spirit by which the clergy have too often been 
actuated, and the acrimony of which their zeal has co- 
piously partaken. Have they not been too prone to 
lavish opprebrious epithets upon their opposers? and 
too reaay to represent them as unworthy the confi- 
dence or notice of the community? Have they not 
desk to assume an authority 
speak as 
though they were superior in every respect to those to 


seemed i } the sacred 


which belongs not to map, and to act and 





whom they were preachirg? Are nut some christians} 


constrained to “1y with sorrow, that they never saw 





- en a 








to promote, in the highest degree possible, the warfare 
ofthe church. But being wanting in suavity of tem- 
per, or being irritated perhaps by ill treatment, or sour- 
ed by the ignorance and stupidity of his people, he con- 


tracts a habit of preaching and conversing, without the | 


appearance or the emotions of lovey He may still de- 


clare truths calculated to be useful ; but he is wanting | 


in tender, paternal feeling. 


He is not gentle among 
his people. 


He does not weep over them. 


that Christ may be formed in them; and is not willing 
to suffer for their salvation. And he may.at length be- 
come so alienated from them, that he can take no 
pleasure in any exertions for their welfare. Mixing 
the acrimony of his temper with his convictions of du- 
ty and his zeal to do good, he preaches divine truth 
with harshnes:, and really seems to think he does God 
service by reproaching and vexing his hearers, and let- 
tiug them see that they are objects of his contempt.— 
Sometimes he storms and casts his thunderbolts at 
them, as though he were commissioned, not to invite 


He does | 
not pant for their conversion ; does tot travail in birth | 


‘<The great and effectual remedy for the evils 
| which f have described, is, the constant and lively ex- 
ercise of love ;—not that love which resembles the 
weakness of a fond parent, who, to prevent a little 
present suffering in a sick and wotnded child, will ex- 
pose him to the loss of his life; but that love which 
aims at the highest good of its objects, and extends its 
|kind purposes and salutary exertions to all human be- 
ings within its reach. We must love those, whose er- 
rors we Inbor to confute, and those, whose sins we 
would show to be inexcusable. We must love them, 
because they are the creatures of God; because they 
are immortal; because they are our fellow-creatures. 
We must love them, because Christ, who died for us, 
died for them also, and the same sovereign grace, 
which, we hope, has visited us, may also visit them. 
Christian love, raised to a proper degree, and kept in 
constaut exercise, will guard us against all the evils 
which have been pointed out, and lead us to use, in 
the very best manner, the weapons of our warfare.” 

** Nothing can affect the feeling of a congregation so 


} i “ot} com some inis s HC ‘¢ if | . os 2 - : " .« ; 
any thing like a brother in some ministers, aud that if) them to heaven, but to drive them to perdition. Or if| deeply, or gain for divine truth so favorable a hearing, 


they were compelled to judge of their cause by their} 
concuet, they should think it could not be maintained | 


, 5 . ' 
by argrument, or persuasion, or love? But we are hap- 
py to see some evidences of a reformation in this parti- | 
; . . ‘ { 
Sud we embrace our first opportunity to shew | 

! 


cular. 
the readers of the Magazine, that the spirit of positive- 
ness aud domination against which they have contend- | 


ed seems to be losing its influence. ‘The sermon de- 


livered by Dr. Woods, of Andover, before the conven-| , 


tion of Congregational ministers, in Massachusetts, 
breathes a charity and a meekness which we are hap-! 
io observe, especially from that quarter ; and we pray | 
that their influence may draw forth from all denomina- | 
ions of christians a general diffusion of these fruits of | 
the spirit of God. The Dr. text was 2 Cor. x. 4, ‘* For! 
the weapons cf our warfare are not cariic! ; and the 
tollowing are extracts from the Sermon. 

en the 
oprov- 
sess of 


The Dr. after speaking of the warfare ‘et: 


church of Rome, and the first reformers, ai. $: 
ing of their violence and wrath and the ficec 


their zeal, says, 





‘* Brethren, we have turned our eyes upon a cortest 
which took place long ago, and in which we can feel 
uo direct, personal concern; and respecting which we 
are, therefore, under peculiar advantages to form an 
impartial judgment. -May I now be perniitted to speak | 
with freedom respecting the manner, in which minis- | 
ters of the gospel have, in some instances, carried on | 
their warfare at the present day, and in our own} 
country. 

‘* Those who have preached divine truth in the Unit- | 
ed States, taken collectively. have not been inferior, 
in weight of character, or in faithful, efficient labors, 
to any equal number of ministers in Christendom.— | 
They have fought a good fight ; have successfully 
wielded the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of} 
God; and precious will be their names to distant pos- 
terity. We ought to remember them with unceasing 
gratitude to God; and happy should we be, if we 
might copy theirexample. On the imperfections found, 
in any instances, among ministers so pious and faithful, | 
and so deserving of our veneration and love, [ would | 
make no remarks, were it not that our own improve- 
ment, as well as the honor of our Lord, seems to re- 
quire it. 

* Permit me, then, to say, that, although the times 
ure different, and the mode of warfare in some respects 
is greatly changed for the better since the period of 
the Reformation; yet there are not wanting instances, 
in which the same general fault has shown itself among 
the ministers of our own country. Here let me state 
a case, like what has sometimes occurred ; and, to 


‘ 


‘ 





| sophistical. 
‘construe his language. 


|per is exhausted too. 


he falls short of this excessive degree of ill temper and 
violence, he still has so much of it, as to give an un- 
lovely and repulsive aspect both to his character and 
his ministry. The natural consequence is, that his 
people have less love and esteem both for him, and for 
the religion which he preaches. They are less dispos- 
ed to listen to his instructions, and less prepared to de- 
rive benefit from them. The spirit of God may indeed 


| give efficacy to the truth, even when preached in such 


5 
a faulty manner; and many sinners may be convert- 
ed. But their religious character will, in all proba- 
bility, partake of the faults of their spiritual father.— 
If he is uncandid, censorious, bitter, violent ; they will 
beso too. Divine truth itself, the mo-:dvns of their sanc- 
tification, when it comes to their minds from such a 
minister, is associated with acrimony and harshness. 
The truth makes its own impression ; andso does the 
acrimony. 

** The mistake in the mode of warfare, now under 
consideration. never becomes more visible, than in re- 
ligious controversy. A minister of the gospel loves the 
doctrines of God’s word. They are his life. But he 
hears them denied and opposed. [le remembers tha 


he is set for the defence of the gospel, and must con- | 
tend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. , 
But by and by he meets with | 
‘something which gives disturbance to his feelings. — 


Thus far all is right. 


The reasoning of his opponents, though specious, is 
They misrepresent his views, and mis- 
And he perceives in thema 
strength of prejudice, which no evidence can overcome. 
They undervalue his talents, and begin to raise the 
shout of victory. As for him,—he is weary of using ar- 
gument ; his strength is exhausted ; and his good tem- 
Under the influence of these 
and other like circumstances, he pursues the countro- 
versy. And now it is a war indeed; and you must 


not think it strange, if it becomes a sanguinary war.— 


As to kindness, forbearance, candor,—he gives them no 
place. The means he now eses are, to make an odious 
representation of the sentiments of his opponents; to 
blacken their names with reproachful epithets ; to 


, give them no credit either for talents or character ; to 


deny their arguments to be deserving of the least con- 


‘sideration ; in a word, to smite them as often as he 


can, and make h:: blows as heavy as he can. Such is 
the fire of zeal and controversy, which possesses his 
breast. And it will be a great wonder, if the heat and 
bitterness of his feelings towards his antagonists do not 
occasionally boil over, to the annoyance of his own 
congregation, and his own family.” 

** Now is there no way for the ministers of Christ 
the advocates of divine truth, to avoid these obvious 
faults of character, and these hurtful mistakes in the 
manner of defending the truth? Undoubtedly there is. 
And I should think I had not lived in vain, nor per- 
formed the service assigned me at this time, in vain, 


as the overflowing affection of a minister’s heart. No 
eloquence is so convincing or persuasive, as the elo- 
quence of love. I say then, and I say it without the 
least disparagement to genius or taste, that the grand 
secret of faithful and persuasive preaching, lies in the 
exercise of enlightened, pure, ardent love. 

‘‘ This same affection, reigning in the breast of a 
minister, will render him zealous for the defence of the 
truth, whenever he is called to it, in the way of reli- 
gious controversy. It is indeed true, that the purity 
and dignity of his ruling passion will never suffer him 
to resort to the violence or the artifices, sometimes em- 
ployed in controversy. But no man can take so deep 
an interest in divine truth ; no man can exercise so tn- 
conquerable a patience and perseverance in his labors 
to vindicate and promote the truth and put a stop to 
error, as he, who loves God with all his heart, and his 
neighbor as himself.” 

“To conclude. Knowing that this is my first and 
my last opportunity of addressing you on such an occa- 
sion as the present, I have allowed myself to use free- 
dom and plainness of speech. And now, fathers and 
brethren, if we are indeed faithful servalts of Christ, 
let us keep in mind what is the object of our warfare, 
and what are the weapons we are touse. Let all that 
we do in this sacred work be prompted and regulated 
iby love. Let us cultivate faith, zeal, fortitude, and 

every christian grace,—above all, love. Our God isa 

'God of love. ‘The religion we preach is a religion of 
‘love ; and the heaven we seek is a heaven of love.— 
| Whatever difficulties and hardships we may have to 
‘endure, and whatever enemies to encounter, let us 
\never cease to maintain the spirit of love. Wrath, 
bitterness, violence, never did any good to the cause 
'of Christ, and never will. They are weapons which 
ido not belong to our warfare. ‘The moment we use 
ithem, we turn traitors, and go over to the side of the 
/epemy. 

‘¢ Whenever we find men ignorant or erroneous, let 
us labor to give them instruction. And whenever we 
give instruction, let ws take pains to be understood. Vet 
us endeavor to show others the real form of divine 
truth,—just as it lies in our own minds, when we be- 
‘lieve it the most strongly, and its practical influence 

upon ourselves the most salutary. Let us remember 
‘in what manner we ourselves have been freed from 
hurtful misapprehensions and errors, and thus lear» 
how others may be freed from the same, 
| %¢ Amid all our labors and difficulties, let us indulge 
the animating reflection, that the weapons of our war- 
fare are not feeble and inefficient, but mighty through 
God, to the pulling down of strong holds, casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing which exalteth it- 
self against the knowledge of God. We are called to 
, execute our office in different places, and in different 
‘circumstances. But our work is substantially the 
‘same. In every place, sin has its strong holds, and 








make the fault I would describe perfectly visible, let | could I contribute, in the smallest measure, towards will make powerful resistance against every attack.— 


nie state the case strongly. ; 
*- A minister of the gospel enters on the duties of his | 


guarding any of my brethren against that, which would | But the word of God, in the hands of the 


be so inconsistent with their relation to Christ, and so 


~Ece, with a resolution to serve Christ faithfully, and‘ djscreditable to their sacred cause. 


r oly Spirit, 
has power to overcome its resittance, and to demolish 
‘all its strong holds. Away then with every discour- 
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agement. Soldiers of the cross, go forward. Look to 
your divine Leader. Hear his voice. Take hold on 
his everlasting strength. Bring his enemies to his 
feet; and enlarge his empire. Earthly victories and 
jeys are all vanity. But to bring one sinner to repen- 
‘ance,—to win one soul to Christ, is a victory and a 
joy, worthy of a christian minister. Wherever you 
preach the gospel, brethren, may you have this victo- 
ry and this joy a thousand times repeated. Let the 
ope of this cheer your hearts, and excite your unceas- 
ing eflorts. Those who are enlisted in a war against 
God and his truth, may well be dismayed, and may 
fret and rave in view of their approaching overthrow. 
But not so with you. The Captain of your salvation 
is almighty. Fear not then; your humble prayers 
shall be answered; your labors shall be crowned with 
glorious snecess ; and the cause gf truth shall triumph 
in all the earth. Amen.” 
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INCREDULITY. 

The best views we can obtain of the history of man- 
kind lead us to believe that credulity with regard to 
invisible worlds and beings, and faith in incomprehen- 
sible doctrines have been productive of much more in- 
jury to our race, than incredulity and skepticism.— 
But notwithstanding this obvious fact, the person who 
doubts the truth of the faith held by those who sur- 





round him, is liable to be esteemed any thing but a. 


candid inquirer, and an honest man. 


er sagacity in mature age, 
when they were young? Take into consideration our 
ignorance of the ideas and feelings of brutes, owing to 
our incapacity to understand their signs of ideas, their 
sounds, looks and gestures,—make the same allowance 
for them that we have been compelled to make for the 
Indians of America, and the Hottentot of Africa, since 
learning their languages—and I think we must yield 
all that gives apparent force to this argument for hu- 
man immortality. The inequality in the condition of 
men in this world, the sufferings of the righteous and 


our existence in some other state of being inferred, as 
necessary to the vindication of the Divine dispensa- 
tions towards us. But is there not the same inequali- 
ty in the fate of other animals? Do we not frequently 
see the obedient horse and patient ox toiling under the 
lash of an unfeeling master, and sometimes stinted in 
food,—while the vicious studd or bull is standing at 
ease in the full stall, or roaming in the luxuriant pas- 
ture? while the cow among us is deprived of her be- 
loved calf, and made to yield her milk for our use,— 
while the hog is fed and fattened only to feel our mur- 
derous knife and become our food. These animals, in 
other lands, are reserved as objects of worship, and al- 
lowed to live out their existence in the ful) gratifica- 
tion of all their senses. The same variety of fare and 
diversity of condition are experienced among every oth- 
er order of beings inhabiting our globe. And must 
God be so just to vain tyrannic man, as to provide for 
him an everlasting abode of bliss, while all these more 





The opinions we entertain respecting subjects that; ‘ 7 ' : , , Peeks 
come within the scope of our senses,—the colors and | to perish? Is not the life of the heast, the bird, or the and this you have furnished, in the following state- 


shapes that are presented to the eye, the sounds that 
strike the ear—are seldom subjects of dispute ; but 
when we pass the boundaries of sense to the regions of 
metaphysics and immagination, we meet an opponent 
at every corner, and are compelled to fight our way 
through every avenue. Such are the various. feelings | 
and circumstances that influence our opinions respect- 
ing Religion, and so uncomfortable is suspense on a sub- 
ject of such infinite importance, that the few who lim- 
it their faith to what is visible and obvious, have noth- 
ing to stimulate their investigations, but the hope that 
truth is in itself more excellent than error, and that it 
tends to the ultimate production of more happiness. 
Actuated by this hope, and, believing that truth can- 
not suffer by examination, I avail myself of a kind and 





numerous and equally conscientious existences are left 


fish as dear to it? Is not pain as intolerable to it, as 
to our high-minded, two-footed, sensitive race ? Where 
is the justice of Deity in filling a world with an innu- 
merable variety of beings, giving them numerous sen- 
ses, and making them susceptible of the highest pleas- 
ure and keenest pam, and then selecting one order of 
these beings for his peculiar favorites, and preserving 
them from the annihilation which is hurled upon all 
the rest ? 

But, 2dly. Admitting that we shall exist in another 
state of being, and forever—lIt is denied that there is 
evidence in nature of that existence being any more 
happy than the present one. Uninterrupted and 
perfect bliss is enjoyed by no being within the vast 
scope of our observation. We come into the world 


polite invitation to state in the Universalist Magazine, | “TYing—We pass through it with various and alternate 


the grounds of my doubts respecting the existence of 
mankind in a state of happiness after death. 1 shall 
divide my objections into two classes,—those that re- 
jate to our conscious existence after death ; and those 


‘hat go to invalidate the entire happiness of that exist- 
ence. 


Ist. I object, that there is no evidence that we shall 
exist after death, in in the present constitution of our 
nature ; or at least, that there is no more evidence in 
our favor, than is common to all the other orders of 
animals that inhabit this globe. Like them, we be- 
gin our existence ignorant and feeble, grow gradually 
io maturity, decay, die and are decomposed. Like 
them we are made of earth, subsist upon, and return 
to it. Our minds and all those faculties usually con- 
sidered as belonging to the soul, grow with the body 
and decay with it. If some of the mental powers hold 
eut longer than others, this is equally true of our bodily 
organs. The king of terrors sometimes commences 
his attack on one part of our being, sometimes on anoth- 
er. Ultimately, he conquers ali. But it is argued 
that we must exist after death, because we dread an- 
nihilation, and desired a continuation of life. Does not 
every other animal discover the same dread of death, 
and love of life ?—It is also inferred from our suscepti- 
bility of progressing in knowledge. Do not those brute 
animals with which wé are most familiar also possess 
this capacity? Do not the horse, the dog, the ox, 
the hog acquire knowledge by experience, and discoy- 


‘able from the perfections of the Deity. 





sensations of pleasure and pain—and we leave it, 
groaning and struggling with awful distress. What is 
there in this picture of our ephemeral existence to en- 
courage the hope of entire happiness hereafter? Alas! 
the last view we have of a dying man, is little calcu- 
lated to inspire such ahope. But it is said to be infer- 
** He needed 
not the existence of men to promote his pleasure. He 
could have had no other object in bringing them into 
being, than their own greatest happiness. And He 
has power and wisdom sufficient to accomplish this ob- 
ject.” O that it might be evenso! But where in the 
volume of nature is this fact recorded? Had not the 
Deity as much power, as much wisdom, as much ben- 
evolence at the commencement of Creation, as He has 
uoW, or ever will possess? Must he not have foreseen 
what would be the result of that organization and ar- 
rangement of the Universe, which His own right arm 
accomplished? And if he could not then avoid nor 
prevent the introduction of moral and physical evil-IfHis 
wisdom, and goodness, and power have not since been 
able to effect their eradication from the universe, 
where is the evidence that theyevercan? He willbe 
uo more wise, or benevolent, or powerful at any future 
period, than he has always been. We must suppose 
that the works of God are always as perfect as he can 
make them :—that there has been as much happiness 
in the universe during past ages, and is now, as his 
perfections could or would accomplish. Point me then 


that was not displayed ‘to that page of the only Revelation of His desi 


happiness of the wicked, is sometimes adduced—and | 














‘which ali can read, and shew me the text that iney). 
| cates clearly and unequivocally the ultimate and ever. 
‘lasting happiness of all his creatures—and you will re. 
‘veal to me a source of happiness that all the universe 
| besides can never equal! But I can write no more,— 
| Wherever I look, I see the hideous forms of woe-which 
way ] listen, I hear her appalling Voice: And that 
) voice proclaims in astounding accents+—** As it was in 
the beginning, and has continued to be, so will it ever 
‘be with the works and ways of Him who changgs 
A MORTAL. 


not.” 


REPLY. 

Dear Sir,—In replying to your communication, | 
shall endeavor to be as concise as possible, and direct 
my remarks in such a manner as to bring the subject 
in question directly on to the ground, on which alone 
the christian feels disposed to discuss and settle it... 
You, at the same time, will allow me to take any ad- 
vantage which you give me, if I use it to no other pur. 
pose than to grant what you confess would be a favor 
too great for ‘all the universe besides to equal.” 

You speak of the subject of religion as a subject of 
‘‘ infinite importance.” This is fully conceded by 
the christian. Here then you and the christian agree. 
Let us not lose this point, but let it stand as a land- 
| mark, from which we may traverse, and to which we 
}may again return to make up ourreckoning. You say 
‘again, “that truth is more excellent than error.” 
‘Here again you and the christiau agree. ‘Two grand 
points are now fixed, the third completes the research, 








‘ment; * Point me then to that page of the only reve- 
| lation of His designs, which all can read, and shew me 
l the text which inculcates clearly and unequivocally 
the ultimate and everlasting happiness of all his crea- 
; tures, and you will reveal to me a source of happiness 
|that all the universe besides can never equal.” Here, 
Sir, are three propositions which are so plainly written 
iin our nature, that you, without the least apprehen- 
sion or design of bringing their immense amount into 
view, have presented them as if you designed them for 
my use in the argument. 

If, as your arguments seemed to indicate, man is to 
exist but a few moments, and then sink into non-enti- 
ty, religion is not of infinite importance to any body.— 
And if the truth, in reality, is directly opposed to what 
you say would be a source of felicity, which the whole 
universe besides can never equal, how can you say 
that truth is better than error? You must see, as! 
think, that according to your own statements, truth 
must lay on the side of ultimate, universal happiness, 
or that to believe in error would be a source of the 
greatest possible happiness. 

Your candor will take some satisfaction in being ask- 
ed to quote page and text, in the only revelation which 
all can read, when we are certified that religion is of 
infinite importance, that truth is better than error, and 
that a belief that God will make all men ultimately 
happy, is the greatest possible source of felicity. I 
imagine that I see you place your hand on your breast 
and say, here it is written by the hand of my Maker. 
Truly said, dear Sir, and this is written in every man’s 
breast, and this is a revelation which all men can 
read. 

In reply to what you have very ingeniously said, 
in relation to the animal creation, you will perceive 
the propriety of saying, that when we can read, in the 
consciousness of those creatures, the infinite impor- 
tance of religion, the preference of truth to error, and 
the greatest possible source of felicity in a belief that 
the Creator will ultimately make them all happy, then 
you will have succeeded to place them on the same 
footing on which you acknowledge man to stand.— 
Should you reply, and say, that even if it were so with 
them we could not know the fact, you are reminded 
\that this very truth should admonish us net to attempt 












































to measure what we have no rule by which to compute, 
Let me ask you, my friend, if you should see one of 
the most stupid animals, on losing a mate or an offe- 
pring, give convincing evidence Oo} pleasure and de- 
light in the hope of mecting the departed in a better 
world, could you avoid feeling the force of ‘his circum- 
stance in evidence to favor the hope which this creatare 
enjoyed? And on the other hand; could our animals 
understand and know, that we, when called to deposit | 
the bodies of our dear connections in the sileut tomb, | 
feel a celestial glow of comfort in the hope of a hereaf- 
ter state of endless peace, would they be so stupid as 
to disallow this Circumstance, at least, some force as 
evidence to them, that our Creator had designed us for 
so noble a perpose ? 

That I may avoid being unnecessarily prolix, | ex- 
cuse myself from noticing some arguments which you 
suggest respecting animals, which you disallow, as I 
might not find cause to vindicate what you attempt to 
refute. But I may presume that you would fecl dis- 
appointed should 1 neglect to point you to one instance, 
in which your reasoning comes far short of doing the 
subject justice, in relation to animals. I mean where 
you ask, whether certain animals do not evince a ca- 
pacity to learn, &c. &c. In this argument, Sir, you 
avoid the question, whether any race of animals have 
ever made any advances, as arace, or genus? Had 
you stated this questivn fairly you would have thereby 
opposed what you were endeavoring to support; and 
this you will surely acknowledge, or be sensible that 
the argument as you directed it was nothing to your 
purpose. 

The foregoing suggestions you Will, no doubt, can- 
didly consider and weigh them in the balance with the 
arguments by which they are elicited, and judge im- 
partially. 

I will now proceed to say, that as a christian, I build 
the doctrine I profess, not on any principles of philoso- 
phy which I have discovered relative to the animal 
creation, but on the facts which I believe are faithfully 
recorded in what christians cail THE TIBLF. 

The words of sacred truth; ** The Lord is risen in- 
deed,” are, to me, a source of confidence and joy, in the 
same degree as | am enabled to exercise fuith in them. 
“The Lord is risen indeed.” 
this, and I care no more about all] the theological spec- 
ulations of the schools for ages, than | do about a wind 
which passes over a desert of sand. Just as firmly as 
I believe that Jesus arose from the dead,1 believe that | 
all mankind will eventually be so made alive and en- 
joy an eternity of immortal holiness. And i am satis- } 
fied, beyond a reasonable doubt, that this was the sen- 
timent which St. Paul meant to express in 1 Cor. xv. | 
22, &c. “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall | 





Give me assurance of 





all be made alive.—It is sown in corruption, it is rais- 
ed in incorruption ; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised 
in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power ; | 
it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” | 
In that spiritual glorious constitution, divine revela- | 
tion gives us no intimations of any physical or moral | 
evil, and where neither of these is, there can Le no in- 
felicity. 

You say; “O that it might be even so.” How 
wovld your heart rejoice could you but believe! But 
you say again; ‘* Wherever I look I see the hideous 
forms of woe, which way I listen, I hear her appalling 
Voice.” How different is the language of an inspired 
apostle; “* For our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
hal weight of glory ; while we look not at ‘the things 
Which are seen, but at the things which are net seen ; 
for the things which are seen are temporal, but the 
things which But your | 





are not seen are eternal.”’ 


Mins! 

di 

Worst you can of what j before your eyes. 
you to look avaAln e w 


azure heavens and con: 
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| which unnumbered worlds display ; send your gaze a- 


round the ocean and the land of our globe, and con- 
temp!ate the happy millions which people both ; list- 
en again, what do you hear now? Is it all laienta- 
tion and woe? No, there are songs of joy and hymns 
of gladness which drown the appalling voice of woe.— 
But your mind is directed to natures dissolution. Well 
I will go with you to this scene, and it shall be the 
mortality of my dearest connexion. Is this hideous ?— 
Not to the christian. ‘The heart of the dying believer 
is full of peace and even joy. ‘This is no more fiction 
than any reality which you can name. The language 
of faith is as follows; “‘ O death! where is thy sting? 
O grave! where is thy victory? The sting of death is 
sin; the strength of sin the law. But thanks be to 
God which giveth us the victory, through eur Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

You will perceive, Sir, that our general subject de- 
pends on the grounds of the christian faith, and there- 
fore, if you expect to succeed in establishing incredul- 
ity in that faith, you must overthrow what the gates of 
hell have not been able to prevail against. And until 
you have refuted the able and learned arguments of 
Dr. Lardner, Dr. Paley, Dr. Priestley, and many oth- 
ers, who have defended the christian faith, it will avail 
nothing to endeavor to confuse the mind by specula- 
tions respecting the similarity of human and other ani- 
mal beings. If you are gloomy, if youcan see nothing 
but woe, and can hear nothing but its appalling voice, 
and if your incredulity is evidently the cause of all 
this misery, you will naturally ask yourself how much 
you would mend the condition of one who rejoices in 
hope of eternal life, by destroying that hope which is 
his “ blessing now’?’? You will not reckon me among 
those, who censure and condemn a brother, because he 
is destitute of the peace and joy which the christian 
hope inspires; I pity the man who sees before him 
nothing but woe, and im the end annihilation; and 
humbly look to the giver of every good gift and every 
perfect gift, that it may be granted to all such, that 
they may be able to say, in the language of St. Paul; 
‘* For we know that, if our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens ;” 
and with the sweet poet of the seasons ; 


** When e’en at last the solemn hour shall come, 
And wing my mystic flight to future worlds, 

] cheerful will obey ; there, with new powers, 
Wiil rising wonders sing. J cannot go 

Where universal love not smiles aro ind, 
Sustaining all yon orbes, and all their suns ; 
From seeming evil still educing good, 

And better thence again, and better still, 

Iu infinite progression : But I lose 

Myself in Him, in light ineffable : 

Come then, expressive silence, muse Hiv praise.’ 


FH. B. 


Yours affectionately, 
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Dear Sir,—I am a doating old woman, and know but 
little except my catechism, to knit, and to scold when 
things don’t go right. For these five or six years past, 
our Minister and our Deacon, and the Missionaries 
from the east, who have called totaste my gun-powder 
tea, have been constantly teazing us for money, to edu- 
cate our poor and pious young men, and to send them 
abroad in the world, to preach and to teach the good 
old orthodox calvinistic creed, to drive out heterodoxy 
and error of all kinds, and to hurry on the happy days 
of the Millennium. I always doubted the wisdom of 


dear Sir, is devoted to gloom, you look on the | sending these pious young champions into the utter- 
“te of even temporal thines, and make the very | most parts of the earth, to hunt up adventures like Don 
I ask | Quixotte ; but ovr ministers and missionary friends, 
‘cond you; look to the jand our deacon, all agreed it was necessary ; so we all 
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without sugar, to knitting socks and mittens, spinning, 
weaving, making shirts, and jackets, and comfortables, 
and bed-quilts,—and to making up contributions in 
cash. Our ministers must be life-members of all the 
charitable societies, or directors and managers, at from 
30 to 50 dollars a head :—Well, we all went to work 
with zeal and industry iw the confident hope of soon 
seeing all heresies driven out, and the millennium es- 
tablished ; and our industry and liberality have pro- 
duced no insignificant sum,—If we may believe the 
reports of our religious and missionary Journals ; some- 
thing like one million and an half of dollars, have been 
expended yearly, in teaching the synod’s catechism 
to the Hindoos, Indians and Negroes, and to very little 
purpose as I can learn. I always doubted the policy 
of sending our young champions abroad, to hunt up 
heresy and error in Nova-Zembla, or among the Hot- 
tentots, when there was so much at home !—and I 
hinted it more than once to our minister and deacon, 


but no! They would not listen to a poor doating old 
woman. 
Now, sure enough, our missionary Journals, and our 


ministers assure us, that those wicked and heterodox 
sects, the Unitarians, Universalists, Quakers, Metho- 
dists, and I don’t know what other strange heresies, are 
spreading over our own country, and are even to be 
found in good old New-England! Alas! and alas! did 
I not tell them so ?—The blockheads, to send our young 
men all away, to hunt adventures in strange countries, 
and leave us here exposed to all these dangers! | 
don’t pretend to say, that all our directors, managers, 
and life-members are downright fools ;—no,—vo,— 
they know well enough how to coax us out of our 
money, and rags, and ashes; but they certainly want 
wit in the expenditure,—Thal’s what I say.—Ycester- 
day, our minister gave us a most alarming account in- 
deed, of the prevalence of heterodex notions in our 
country. The Unitarians, and Deists, Universalists, 
and Quakers, the Methodists and Atheists, were all 
clubbing together to pull down our churches, I be- 
heve, or to do some other dreadful thing. At any 
rate, he gave us to understand that the Orthodox faith 
and true Calvinistic Creed were m imineut danger ;— 
and we must pray to God to destroy the wicked here- 
sies, &c. &c. Aye, eye! thinks I to myself—you 
might have listened to my advice! I told you long 
ago, that it was wrong to send away our Shepherds to 
hunt for heresies in Pann Penang, and Nova Zembla, 
and leave our own sheep-folds a prey to these wicked 
heretics! I told you so—but you would not mind me. 
I did not speak out in meeting; this you know would 
have been very scandalous; but I thought I had a 
right to think to myself.—And so, all our rags, and 
ashes, and socks, and mittens, and sugar, and-snuff, 
and tea, and money, have been wasted in expensive 
expeditions to the north and south poles, and to the 
moon, | believe,—and lo! the Philistines be upon thee, 
Sampson !—Instead of 2 happy and glorious Millen- 
nium, here is a host of heterodox Unitarians broken in 
among us!—J] am vexed, and will scold when things go 
so wrong as this. Our minister shall have a piece of 
my mind on the subject, and so shal] the deacon; and 
if they get any more of my money, or socks, oc mittens, 
or shirts, or jackets, or bed-quilts, or comforters, to fool 


away in this manner, then my name is no longer 
Dornoruy. 





New Publication. 
JUST RECEIVED AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICF, 


NEW? Edition of Griesbach, price three dollars. — 

The Greek & English Testament,(2 vols.)price four 
dollars. ‘The New ‘lestament; being the English only 
of the Greck and English Testament ; translated from 
the original Greek according to Griesbach; upon the 
basis of the 4th London edition of the improved Ver- 
sion, with an attempt to further improvement from the 
translations of Campbell, Wakefield, Scarlett, Mack- 
night, and Thomson.—By ABNER KNeXELAND, Minia- 
ter of the First Independent Church of Christ, called 
! Universalist, in Philadelphia.—Price one dollar and 
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POET’S CORNER. 
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By the Author of ** Waverly.” 








HEBREW SONG, ny Renecca THE JEWESS. 


When Israel, of the Lord belov’d, 
Out from the land of bondage came, 
Her father’s God before her movy’d, 
An awful guide in smoke and flame. 
By day, along the astonish’d lands, 
The clondy pillar glided slow ; 

By night, Arabia’s crimson’d sands 
Return’d the fiery column’s glow. 


There rose the cheral hymn of praise, 

And trump and tymbrel answer’d keen, 
And Zion’s daughters pour’d their lays, 
With Priest’s and Warrior’s voice between. 
No portents now our foes amaze, 

Forsaken Israel wanders lone ; 

Our fathers would not know thy ways, 
And Thou hast left them to their own. 


Eut present still, though now unseen ! 
When brightly shines the prosperous day, 
Be thoughts of hee, a cloudy screen, 
To temper the deceitful ray ; 

And, oh! where stoops on JupAn’s path, 
In shade and storm, the frequent night, 
Be Thou, long suffering, slow to wrath, 

A burning and a shining Light! 


Our harps are left by Babel’s streams, 
The tyrant’s jest, the Gentile’s scorn ; 
No censer round our alter beams, 

And mute are timbre], trump and horn. 
But Thou hast said, the blood of goat 
And flesh of rams, I will not prize ;— 

A contrite heart, a humble thought 

Are mine accepted sacrifice. 
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ORTHODOXY IN A FIT OF MADNESS BIT- 
ING OUT HER OWN TONGUE. 


From the New-Haven Religious Intelligencer. 





EFFECTS OF UNIVERSALISM. 


The sins of intemperance and profane swearing, 
which are but too commonly practised in many parts 
of our country, are indisputably to be classed with the 
most shameful and destructive vices. 

The errors of Socinianism, Universal Salvation, or 
Restoration ; which are now uniting under the softer 
name of Unitarianism, are among the most deluding 
and soul-destroying doctrines. 

The connexion between those shameful and ruinous 
vices, and those dangerous and destructive errors in 
doctrine, deserve much greater attention than is gen- 











erally bestowed upon it. When men begin to indulge 
themselves in the above-mentioned vices, their con- 
sciences alarm them, and salutary reproofs of their | 
friends, frequently occasion some uneasiness of mind ; | 
and it is natura} for them to seek some solace for the 
mind, and some shelter from the attacks of their friends. 
Nothing meets these, objects so happily as the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation ; because this frees them from 
all apprehension of danger, retorts the folly in the face 
of the reprover, and casts the odium upon the ignor- 
ance or superstition of their friends. ‘Thus it is seen 
that the indulgence of sin draws them certainly into 
the vortex of delusion and error It is also observable 
that when men of decently moral habits, through care- 
lessness, inattention or design, fall into the above er- 
rors in doctrine, that they soon neglect religious in- 
struction, profane the sabbath, hastily and insensibly 
slide into intemperance and profanity, and often termi- 
nate their career in ruin and despair. 

These facts are so notorious, that where a poor in- 





temperate profane creature is seen wallowing in his 


pollution, that it is frequently asked: Is he not a Uni-| 


verealist 2. So on the other hand, if it is observed that 


has he not become a drurkerd too 2?) Or it it Le 


i 
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ed that Universalism is increasing in such a town or 

peighborhood, the inquiry will be, (To use a cant 
~~ ~ > ) . 

phrase,) Are there not a plenty of whiskey-mills there ? 


. ‘ Pe Pee, — 
And so it is that intemperance and Universalism are, 


with few exceptions, eventually identified. 1 hope 
that the publicity which is hereby given to the tollow- 
ing, as a fact which may be rested on, as having taken 
place a short time since, may be blessed for reprooi 


‘and for instruction in righteousness. 


, . ‘ ai 
In a certain village there are a number of men, who 
embrace the doctrine of universal safety or restoration. 


| Many of them are men of intemperate habits, who fre- 
| quently, if not constantly, meet on the Sabbath, and 
Whether the er- 


indulge their festivity and raillery. 
rors in doctrines first led them into this degeneracy of 
manners and looseness of habits, or the corruptness of 
habits, into the errors of doctrine, is immaterial to the 
present account. One of them however, who had 
strangely combined these together, in consequence of 
his numerous and offensive vices, had forsaken his fam- 
ily, and in despite of the efforts of a virtuous and 
benevolent companion, had sunk into poverty and the 
lowest degradation, wandering, frequently without 
home or sustenance unless supplied by the hand of pi- 
ty. It appears, however, that by some exertion he 
had obtained a gallon of whiskey; on the day as he 
was passing with his bottle, he was heard to swear 
that he would enjoy it alone, that he wou!d not be 
thwarted by his companions. He was afterwards seen 
going towards a neighboring wood: but little notice 
was taken of his conduct, it was so common. Nothing 
farther transpired till the Sabbath, when his compan- 
ion being together at a tavern, in the midst of their 
dissipation, one of them inquired what had become of 


. No one recollected to have seen him for sev-! 
| eral days: or after the transaction of Thursday. This 


excited some alarm,—a general search was made, 
but in vain. At length some little boys recollected io 
have seen him on Thursday evening going towards an 
old house which had been for some time vacated.— 
They ran, and upon opening the door, beheld him an 
awful) and detestable object. They communicated the 
intelligence. He had lain near three days. The 
weather was very hot. He had become so disgusting 
and loathsome, that his companions themselves were 
going to abandon every effort to bury the body, but it 
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‘ enough, to believe in the incomprehensible and con. 
tradictory dogmas of Calvinistic Orthodoxy. To such 
they will be sweet as honey to the taste, though bitter 
as gall when swallowed. But the enlightened and lib. 
eral public will view them with abhorrence and detes- 
tation even as they deserve. 

It is worthy of observation, that these orthodox stories 
are, generally, as mysterious and incomprehensible ag 
the ‘Trinity, as unjust as particular Election and Re- 
probation, as void of credibility as depravity is total, 
as unchaigeable in character as the elect saints are 
persevering, and perhaps little less abhorrent and cruel 
than endless torments. ; 

The writer and publishers of this notable piece, may 
‘understand that we will not condescend, even, to ask 

them to prove the statements, or corroborate the story 
therein made and related. We have too many times 
called on this kind of story fabricators and publishers 
to no purpose, to think of repetition ;—besides, we do 
not wish to have them, or the public consider us weak 

enough, to allow such ill-manufectured tales to possess 
the smallest degree of credit with us. 

If either the author or publishers of this anonymous 
scribbling, can prove what is therein asserted, and cor- 
roborate the story therein related, they will, very seon 
after this,setithemselvesaboutit. And this let themdo 
iif they are able. We will then consider the matter 
' turther. A. B. 


2 S¢ oe 
op OUR SUBSCRIBERS 


tre reminded tial the time allowed to pay in advance 


— 


‘for the Magazine, is nearly expired ; and the publish- 


ers give this notice, that those who wish to avail them- 


, selves of the deduction of 50 cents, may have an oppor- 


tunity to attend to it preriously to the ih instant. 


a 2. aa 


being determined to fire the building if they did not, : 


which wou'd endanger some other property, they nail- 
ed up a coarse box, and with pitchforks and shovels, 


or similar instruments, to the no small exposure of their | 
healths and lives, at length succeeded in rolling hii | 


into the box, and with the assistance of a horse or oxen, 
dragged it to the pit. An individual passing near th 
house, on ‘Thursday evening, recollected to have heard 
such awfully profane cursing and swearing, as upon 
deliberation, prevented him from going in—or from 
making any inquiry into the cause of it. Thus ended 
the drunkard and the Universalist. ‘* The wicked is 
driven away in his wickedness.” It had been hoped 
that this event would have produced a salutary effect, 
but when the Ethiopian can change his skin and the 
leopard his spots them he who is accustomed to do evil 
may lear to do weil. 

May God grant that they who read may be amend- 
ed. M.S. 


REMARKS. 

Though from our souls, we abhor the wickedness of 
our Orthodox enemies ; yet every Universalist will find 
himself strengthened, and more and more confirmed in 
the glorious doctrine of divine truth and cousolation, 
when he sees the extremity to which they are mani- 
festly driven, at the close of the long strug ale, they 
have been engaged in to put down this docirine. For 
had not truth, aad every thing like sound argument 
failed them, ve should not uow see them resorting to 
slander and falsehood, weapous pointed; h wever, di- 
rectly against themselves, as means of supporting their 
own rotten fabric, and of destroying, what the gates of 
hell cannot prevail against. 

We are happy to sec, that God has so ordered things, 
as that error refutes itself, and wickeduess hastens its 
own punishment in due season. 

A lengthy formal reply to the above abusive scrawl, 
is neither needed nor deserved-—a very few remarks 
will suffice. 


| As to the statements therein made, they are such as 
such a man has become a Universalist ; it is inquired, | Will, doubtless, be joyfully received 


and heartily be- 


att v-. lowes y ; ; ; 
remart-|lieved by those who are ignorant and prejudiced 


THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF 
UNIVERSALISTS, 

Will be holden at Clinton, N. Y. on the 9d Wednes- 

day and ‘Thursday of this month. 
—t | D> | aa 
NOTICE, 

All persons to whom proposals were sent for publish- 
ing Mr. Belfours work, are requested to return them 
|immediately, to Mr. 8. Ethridge the publisher, Charles- 
| town, who intends putting it to the press according to 
jagreement. Printers favorable to the work, will con- 
|fer a favor, by giving this notice an insertion. 








MARRIED, 
In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Abraham 
Bickford to Miss Mary Thatcher Lane, 2d daughter of 
Mr. Henry “ane. 
By the Rev. Dr. Paldwin, William Wilson, Esq. of 
Hamilton, N. C. to Miss Maria L. Dickerman, of this 
city. 





DIED, 
In this city, Mrs. Tracy, aged 29, wife of Mr. Nath- 
janiel T. Mr. John Cram, aged 30. Levi Bixby, bya 
full from the top of the wall of the new block of build- 
ings now erecting at the corner of Union and Ann-‘te. 
in Hardwick, Mass. Aug. 5, of appoplexy, Mr. Amos 
Newcomb, aged 61. 
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Seeks Published and for sale at this Office, a "E- 
@¥ viuw ofa Pamphlet entitled—*+ The Doctrine 0 
tle immediate happiness of all men at the aruic'’ oF 
death examined, in a letter to a friend, by Charnes 
Hudson.’ By Thomas Whittemore, pastor of the Lrst 
Universalist Society, in Cambridge. 


aver received and for Sale at th‘s Office, ** A lec- 
ture Sermon on the Spring seasen of the Gospel: 
delivered before the First Universalist Seciety in Lang: 
{don, N. H. on the 3d Sabbath in May, 1823. “¥ 
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i Doupuvs SxinneR.-~Text, * Lo, the winter ?s posh 
\the rain ts over end gone; the flowers appear v: the 
jearth ; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the 
| roice of the Jurtle is heard in our land ; the fig-iree pus 
ileth forth her green figs, and the vines with tender grapes 
'give a good smell,’ ” 














